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regulatory data infrastructures 
generate data that result in 
monitoring or decision-making



regulatory data infrastructures

• exercise regulatory power

• increasingly take up functions that once pertained 
almost exclusively to governmental agencies and public 
administrations



regulatory data infrastructure
make and unmake publics



•outside democratic scrutiny

• for-profit contractors

•grey socio-legal area

•potential for discrimination

•difficult to opt out

•climate footprint

• towards normalization



the pandemic has 
accelerated the 
transition to 
governance by 
data 
infrastructure



• Governance by data infrastructure elevates regulatory 
data infrastructure to the preferred mode of 
governance of complexity

• It is characterized by the growing penetration of the 
private sector into state institutions, including the 
welfare system



Governance by data infrastructure

• changes our ability to exercise citizenship

• shifts sovereignty & state-making ability to private sector

• augments inequality
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techno-solutionism and 
the“standard human”



legitimization of inequality and exclusion



data poverty
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