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The idea of a digital computer is an old one.... Babbage
had all the essential ideas.... Importance is often attached
to the fact that modern digital computers are electrical,
and that the nervous system also is electrical. Since
Babbage’s machine was not electrical, and since all digital
computers are in a sense equivalent, we see that this use

of electricity cannot be of theoretical importance. (Turing
1950, 438)
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All fully developed machinery consists of essentially three
parts: the motor mechanism, the transmitting mechanism,
and finally the tool or working machine. The motor
mechanism acts as the driving force of the mechanism as
a whole. It either generates its own motive power, like the
steam-engine, the caloric-engine, the electro-magnetic
machine, etc., or it recieves its impulse from some already
existing natural force, like the water-wheel from the
descent of water down an incline, the windmill from the
wind, and so on. (Marx 1992, 494)



A system of machinery, whether it is based simply on the
co-operation of similar machines, as in weaving, or on a
combination of different machines, as in spinning,
constitutes in itself a vast automaton as soon as it is driven
by a self-acting prime mover. (Marx 1992, 502)
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Turing Marx

executive unit motor mechanism
control transmitting mechanism

store working machine



The independent form, i.e. the monetary form, which the
value of commodities assumes in simple circulation, does
nothing but mediate the exchange of commodities, and it
vanishes in the final result of the movement. On the other
hand, in circulation M-C-M both the money and the
commodity function only as different modes of existence
of value itself, the money as its general mode of existence,
the commodity as its particular or, so to speak, disguised
mode. It is constantly changing from one form into the
other, without becoming lost in this movement; it thus
becomes transformed into an automatic subject.... It brings
forth living offspring, or at least lays golden eggs. (Marx
1992 255)









1. The societal threat of A.l.
2. The existential threat of A.G.I.
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The existential threat of A.G.I.

any intellect that greatly exceeds the cognitive
performance of humans in virtually all domains of interest.
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